NATIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SYDNEY-MOOLOOLABA RACE &
SYDNEY REGATTA

Victory in the
National Business
Directory Sydney to
Mooloolaba race
climaxed a
remarkable summer
of success for Kings
Cross-Sydney, the
evergreen 36-footer
skippered by Middle
Harbour yachtsman
Ray Stone.

Peter Campbell
reports.

Blue V

. t was just after nine o'clock on a
balmy autumn evening off
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast,
north of Brisbane, as Kings Cross-
Sydney slowly sailed the final few
miles to the finish line off

Mooloolaba, the crew carefully tacking
and trimming sails to maintain
boatspeed in the mere four knots of
breeze.

Only halfan hour before, the 36-footer
had been sweeping across Moreton Bay
under spinnaker before the last of the
south-easterly seabreeze, well on target
to clinch victory in a unique series of
ocean racing pointscores out of Sydney.
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Above: A WINNER

. Crew packing the weather rail, owner/skipper Syd Fischer at the helm, the Farr 50

Ragamufiin heads for Mooloolaba in the National Business Directory race. Ragamuffin won IMS Division 1

(Pic - lan Mainsbridge)

But three miles from the finish line
off Point Cartwright on the Sunshine
Coast, itlooked as if Kings Cross-Sydney
had “missed the boat” not only in the
Mooloolaba race but also in the other
major pointscores hinging on this last
breeze of summer.

Inthe Mooloolaba Yacht Club, packed
with crews from the 20 or so yachts
which had already finished the race,

they were already buying drinks for
local yachting personality Bob “Sir
Robbo” Robertson who looked like at
last winning a Sydney-Mooloolaba race,
with his latest yacht, the NSX-36, The
Last Picasso

“A lot hinged on this race - but we
did it,” an elated Ray Stonesaid late that
night as he and his crew finally joined
the rest of the yachties in the club bar



“We were having a fantastic spinna-
ker sail from Cape Moreton until the last
half hour when the wind swung right
on the nose -and dropped to four knots,”
Stone told OFFSHORE. “I thought “this
is it" but with constant trimming we
kept going slowly and got there in time
to win the race and the other
pointscores.”

Inacomplete change-around of com-
puter predictions based on earlier posi-
tion reports, Kings Cross-Sydney and the
31-footer Wildfire both ousted The Las?
Picasso from first place on corrected time
in IMS Division 2 and “Sir Robbo” had
to be content with third.

That success, Stone’s first ever win in
14 attempts in the Mooloolaba race con-
ducted by his own club, was the penul-
timate performance by Kings Cross-Syd-
ney, originally designed by New Zea-
lander Laurie Davidson in 1985 and
twice optimised by Sydney-based Scott
Jutson.

Always sailed with tenacious con-
sistency by Stone, his son Glenn and an
equally dedicated crew, Kings Cross-Syd-
ney ended the summer ocean racing sea-
son of 1995-96 with a cleansweep of
every major pointscore

¢ Champion Yacht of the National
Business Directory Sydney Regatta, win-
ning the IMS Racer Class and accumu-
lating the highest points of any yacht in
the seven-race series

¢ Winnerof the Cruising Yacht Club’s
Blue Water Pointscore for long ocean
races over the 1995-96 season - starting
with the 1995 Canon Gold Coast Clas-
sic, including the Telstra Sydney to
Hobart as a mandatory race, and finish-
ing with the National Business Direc-
tory Sydney-Mooloolaba

¢ Winner of Middle Harbour Yacht
Club’s Gillawa Shield for theeighth time.

* A winning double in the CYCA's
combined clubs Short Ocean Pointscore,
winning her division under both IMS
and PHS handicaps.

This was the 33rd annual race to
Queensland waters conducted by Mid-
dle Harbour Yacht Club and while the
45-boat fleet was down sharply from

Above: THE CHAMPION:... Kings
Cross-Sydney. with ownec'siupper Ray
Stone at the helm,  drives 10 windward

n the National Business Directory
Sydney-Mocloolaba, a race that gave
her victory in the CYCA's Blue Water
Pointscore for the fourth tme and the

overall trophy for the NBD Sydney
Regatta. She aiso won IMS Division 2

of the Mooloolaba race. (Pic - lan
Mainsbridge)

Right IMPRESSIONIST
Queensiand yacht The Last Picasso,
skippered by “Robbo” Robertson,
Spears over a wave as she heads 1o
sea in the Nasional Business Directory
Sydney-Mooloolaba race (P - Peter
Campbel)

the 62 which sailed in 1995, it
was one of the best IMS fleets
to race north and proved to
be one of the most competi-
tive in years.

The success of Kings Cross-
Sydney is a tribute to the con-
stant competitiveness of
Stone and his crew, never
giving up, always trying to extract that
extra half knot out of the boat

They went into the Mooloolaba race
knowing they had tobeat two particular
yachts - Syd Fischer’s Farr 50 Ragamuffin
was two points ahead in the Sydney
Regatta IMS Racerclass, whileonly three
points separated Kings Cross-Sydneyand
another veteran boat, Bruce Foye and
Lance Peckman’s Farr 43, AMP Wild
Oats, in the Blue Water Pointscore.

Stone said two tactical moves as they
rock-hopped and beach-bounced up the
NSW Far North Coast and the Queens-
land Gold Coast gave them a vital edge
after a disappointing first 24 hours at

sea in the 470 nautical mile race. “When

we got around Cape Byron we went
right along the shore until just before
Cudgen Head, south of Tweed Heads,
where we did a right turn and came out
under spinnaker before a freshening
sou’easter,” Stone explained.

“Weagain sailed right along the Gold
Coast beaches until the Southport Sea-
way entrance where we gybed and
picked up an amazing 3 knot northerly
current. We were showing 6.6 knots on
the log but the GPS showed us making
9 to 10 knots - it was just amazing,”
Stone added.

Soon after buying the now 11-year-
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Above: LAKE BOAT ... Dictator, skipper Bruce
Meade and her crew from Lake Macquarie set sail in
the National Business Directory Sydney-Mooloolaba
race. (Pic - Peter Campbell).

old Kings Cross-Sydney, Stone commis-
sioned Scott Jutson to optimise the IOR
36-footer with extensive modifications
to the hull. Jutson later successfully
optimised her to the IMS rule, with a
new keel and rudder.

It was a good race for Hood
Sailmakers, with Kings Cross-Sydney car-
rying a fullHood inventory, as did third
placed The Last Picasso. Line honours
winner, Peter Walker’s Kell Steinmann-
designed Foxtel Amazon, had anew Hood
spinnaker and No 2 genoa. Yendys,
which won the IMS Cruiser/Racer class
of the Sydney Regatta also carries Hood
sails.

Above nght: MAXI MATCH: Maxi yacht Foxtel Amazon (Peter Walker) overshadows pocket maxi Infinity i
(Martin James) as they head for Mooloolaba. Amazon took line honours, Infinity /il was third to finish. (Pic - lan
Mainsbridge) Above centre: OCEAN DEBUT ... Victonan yacht Indospray Prowfer, skippered by Joe Westero,
made her ocean racing debut in the National Business Directory Sydney-Mooloolaba race. The crew did a
practice spinnaker hoist just before the start. (Pic - Peter Campbell)

the Sydney to Wollongong race, had a
slight edge in the Sydney Regatta IMS
Racer class and also in the overall Re-
gatta pointscore.

Ragamuffin sailed a fine race to
Mooloolaba, her last in Australia before
heading across the Pacific for the 1996
Kenwood Cup in Hawaiiin August. She
actually led the fleet a couple of times in
the race up the NSW North Coast and
was always snapping at the transoms of
the maxis and pocket

““Ross, who had never sailed in
an ocean race until he bought
Yendys last year, believes that

’

maxis.
Foxtel Amazon fi-
nally got the gun, just

two-thirds of the success in long
ocean racing comes from
| its crew”

preparing the boat an

TheSydney-Mooloolaba was thesev-
enth and final race in the 1996 National
Business Directory Sydney Regatta, a
series of short, medium and long ocean
races which has givenasignificantboost

"to yacht numbers and the competitive-
ness of the post-Hobart racing out of
Sydney by the combined clubs fleet.

Goinginto the Mooloolaba, Ragamuf-

fin, with a string of wins that began with
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over an hourahead of
Andrew Short’s Inn-
keeper Petaluma Wines
in a time of 60 hours
52 minutes 00 sec-
onds, but Martin James’ Farr 66 Infinity
IITand Ragamuffin finished only six hours
later, with Infinity III crossing less than
four minutes in front of Ragamuffin.
Ragamuffin won IMS Division 1 of the
Mooloolaba race from the lain Murray-
designed ILC 40, Bito” Fluff, sailed by Ed
Psaltis and his crew from his old 30-
footer, Hall Chadwick Nuzulu, third place
going to Andrew Strachan’s Farr 47,

Ninety Seven. However, in the IMS Racer
class of the Sydney Regatta, Kings Cross-
Sydney, had the edge to finish with 349
points to Ragamuffin’s final total of 343.
Third went to the Farr 31, Wildfire (Brian
Saunders) with 342 points.

Wildfire finished second in the
Mooloolaba race IMS Division 2 to Kings
Cross-Sydney, both yachts finishing
ahead of time to displace local yachting
personality “Robbo” Robertson in his
NSX-36, The Last Picasso, which earlier
had looked the winner.

IMS Division 3 went to the Farr 1104,
Son of a Son, sailed by Middle Harbour
yachtsman Pat Nash and Bob Dempsey,
with the Cavalier 35, A Crewed Interest
(Warwick Sherman) second, and the
Farr-designed Beneteau 45, Yendys
(Geoff Ross) third.

Yendys’ third gave her victory in the
Sydney Regatta IMS Cruiser/Racer di-
vision, vindicating owner Ross’ deci-
sion to commission designer Bruce Farr
to create a a new keel and rudder prior
to the recent Sydney to Hobart in which
she placed second in IMS Division D.
He also installed the commercial ver-
sion of the navigation software devel-
oped for New Zealand’s successful



N THE PINK . Queensiand owned Bif o' Fuff. siippered by Sydney yachtsman Ed Psaltis, finished second in
MS Drvision 1 of the Natonal Business Diractory Mooloolaba race. Psallis is honorary treasurer of the CYCA
Pic - lan Mainsbndge

America’s Cup bid

Yendys came from behind to total 337
points and win the Sydney Regatta
Cruiser/Racer division from Martin
James’ Farr 66, Infinity I1l,on 332.5 points
which took second place on a countback
from the Bashford /Howison 41, Sycorax
(Michael Quinn)

Ross, who had never sailed in an
ocean race until he bought Yendys last
year, believes that two-thirds of the suc-
cess in long ocean racing comes from
preparing the boat and its crew. "It's
like running a small business - the same
rules and dedication applies,” said Ross,
who runs a telecommunications and
softwarebusiness in Sydney. “Thereare
no rock stars on board, just a keen and
dedicated crew.”

The PHS divisions of the Sydney-
Mooloolaba also decided the outcome

of the Sydney Regatta, with the oldest
yacht in the fleet, the timber-hulled
former New Zealand 66-footer, Fidelis
(Nigel Stoke) winning PHS Division 1
from the much-travelled Hogs Breath
Witchdoctor (Maurie Cameron) and J44
Phoenix (Bob Reynolds)

PHS Division 2 saw a comfortable
win by another Middle Harbour yachts-
man, Kim Williams in his fast Ross 35,
Rock n’ Roll, from the Young 95, Exocet,
skippered by computer programming
whizz Howard Elliott, and Toccata (John
Winchester)

The Mooloolaba win by Rock ‘n Roll
gave her a comfortable victory in the
PHS Division of the NBD Sydney Re-
gatta, accumulating 333 points over the
sevenraceseries. Impeccable, the 15-year-
old Peterson 36 skippered by septuage-
narian John Walker, finished second

with 328 points, third place in the Syd
ney Regatta pointscore going to Exoce!
with 319 points

While there was no overall IMS win-
ner of the Sydney-Mooloolaba race,
Middle Harbour Yacht Club did run ao
overall PHS result. The winner was
Fidelis which back in 1966 took line hon-
ours in the Sydney to Hobart

The long, narrow timber sloop which
was brought across the Tasman by a
group of Sydney yachtsmen to contest
the 50th Sydney to Hobart, sailed an
excellent race to finish 15th in the fleet,
winning the PHS overall trophy from
the David Lyons-designed 40-footer,
Rapscallion, the former Cuckoos Nest now
owned by CYCA member Dick
Voordehake. Third place went to Elu-
sive, a Jarkan 42, skippered by another
CYCA member, Geoff Lavis

For Fidelis, along with Ninety Seven
and Henry Kendall Akubra, Mooloolaba
was just a short stopover. The three
Sydney yachts were among 21 boats
which set sail on Good Friday in the
inaugural Solomon Islands Airlines Bris-
bane to the Solomon Islands ocean race,
finishing at the western province capi-
tal of Gizo

IMS DIVISION ONE 1 RAGAMUFFIN, FARR
50, SYD FISCHER, RSYS -5307.022;2.8IT0
FLUFF, MURRAY ILC 40, ED PSALTIS. CYCA
- §325.13; 3. NINETY SEVEN, FARR 47,
ANDREW STRACHMAN, RSYS 540211
IMS DIVISION TWO. 1 KINGS CROSS,
DAVIDSON/JUTSON 36, RAY STONE, MHYC
512935 2 WILDFIRE, FARR 31, BRIAN
SAUNDERS, MHYC 513742 3. THE LAST
PICASSO, JUTSON NS-38, BOB ROBERTSON
MYC 5143 48 IMS DIVISION THREE 1 SON
OF A SON, FARR 1104, PAT NASHBOB
DEMPSEY MHYC 51.57.12; 2. ACREWED IN-
TEREST, CAVALIER 35 WARWICK SHER
MANCYC 520800 3 YENDYS, BENETEAU
47, GEOFF ROSS, MHYC .53 36.28, SCOR-
ING: SINGLE WINDSPEED (10 KNOTS) PRE-
CONSTRUCTED COURSE PHS DIVISION
ONE: 1. FIDELIS, RHEIMERS 68, NIGEL
STOKE,RSYS, 2 HOGSBREATHWITCHDOC-
TOR. DAVIDSON 40, MAURIE CAMERON
CYCA. 3. J44 PHOENIX, JOHNSTONE Jas
BOB REYNOLDS, MHYC. PHS DIVISION TWO
1. ROCK N" ROLL, ROSS 35, KIM WILLIAMS
MHYC, 2 EXOCET, YOUNG 95 HOWARD
ELLIOTT, RSYS, 3. TOCCATA, SWARBRICK
111, JOHN WINCHESTER, MHYC PHS OVER-
ALL (ALL YACHTS IN FLEET) 1. FIDELIS
RHEIMERS 68, NIGEL STOKE, RSYS, 2. RAP-
SCALLION. LYONS 40, DICK VOORDEMHAKE,
CYCA, 3 ELUSIVE JARKAN 42 GEOFF LAVIS,
CYCA: 4. ROCK N ROLL, ROSS 35 KM
WILLIAMS, MHYC. 5. BRUNNHILDE, FARR 37,
JOHN TAYLOR MHYC. 6. THE LAST PICASSO,
JUTSON NS-38, ROB ROBERTSON, MYC/
ROYS LINE HONOURS 1 FOXTEL AMAZON,
STEINMANN 70, PETER WALKER, CYCA -
60 HOURS 52 MINUTES 00 SECONDS
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