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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Management Plan Scope 
 
Pelican Waters Southern Lake (PWSL) is a master planned residential community currently 
being developed by Pelican Waters Heart Pty Ltd (PWH). This Tidal Waterway Management 
Plan (TWMP) acts to implement management objectives and protocols in relation to the tidal 
waters within PWSL.  
 
For reference purposes, the tidal waters (State land) described in Appendix A are defined as 
‘canal’ under the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, and the marina is defined 
as ‘inundated land’ under the Land Act 1994. The Marina is also identified as freehold land 
and therefore will not be subject to this TWMP.  
 
The canal, although defined within the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, is also 
subject to the Land Act 1994 as land that is either permanently or from time to time, covered 
by water subject to tidal influences.  
 
As per the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, the area of the canal is required to 
be surrendered to the State as a public waterway.  
 
The maintenance of the canal and its associated infrastructure is delegates as the local 
authority’s responsibility, as per the requirements of the Coastal Protection and Management 
Act 1995. 
 
The intended use of the canal is for secondary contact recreation purposes only. 
 

1.2 Management Plan Objectives 
 
Local government is required by the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995 (Section 
121) to maintain and keep clean each canal in its area and access channels for the canal, 
whether or not the access channel is in its area.  
 
As the waters of the canal are constructed within a coastal management district and are to 
be connected to tidal waters, the management of this canal must also abide to the Coastal 
Management Plan.  
 
The aim of this TWMP is to outline objectives to manage the maintenance of the canal and 
its associated infrastructure while protecting the environmental values of the receiving 
environment in accordance with the ‘General Environmental Duty’, as defined in the 
Environmental Protection Act 1994. 
 
The implementation of this TWMP will be the responsibility of the State as custodians and 
the local authority as delegated managers of the canal and associated infrastructure.  
 
This document may be amended in response to changes in procedures and protocols. 
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2.0 CANAL TENURE AND USAGE 
 

2.1 Canal Ownership Details 
 
As identified within the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, the canal was 
required to be surrendered to the State. As the canal resides within the Queensland Border, 
it is within the Queensland Governments ownership. 
 

2.2 Canal Owner’s responsibility 
 
It is identified within the Land Act 1994 that all necessary action must be taken to ensure the 
maintenance and management of the land. However, the necessary action needed to uphold 
this must not contradict the purpose for which the land was dedicated. In the case of the 
canal of the PWSL, it has been dedicated as public land for community purposes.  
 
The maintenance of the canals is identified as the responsibility of the local government 
(Sunshine Coast Council) within the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995.  
 

2.3 Height Restrictions 
 
Height limitations within the PWSL canals and marina will be subject to heights of 
downstream bridges, these include: 

 The Joan Ford Bridge (immediately downstream of the site, adjacent to the tavern);  

 The Bevan Henzell Bridge on Landsborough Parade; and, 

 Future bridge at Michael Street (refer to Appendix A for detail). 
 
See Figure 1 for bridge locations 
 

 
Figure 1 - Bridge locations, Pelican Waters (Image courtesy of www.nearmap.com, image dated 9 May 2019, accessed 

on 05 August 2019 
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The height restriction given by the existing two bridges, and the future bridge, is subject to 
tidal variation, and provides a clearance of 4.3 m at Mean High Water Spring Tide 
(MHWST), using the 2017 MHWST level. Refer to Figure 2 for detail.  
 

 
Figure 2 – Bridge Clearance at MHWST (2017 MHWS Level noted on figure) 

 

2.4 Pontoons, Jetties, Boat ramps and decks 
 

2.4.1 Quay Line 
 

A pontoon, jetty, ramp and/or deck must be contained within the area attached to any given 
allotment abutting the water, and consistent with the Quay Line and Building Exclusion Zone 
plan, see Appendix A. 
 

3.0 COUNCIL WORKS ON PRIVATE LAND ABUTTING WATERWAY 
 

3.1 Landowner’s Responsibility 
 

The maintenance of infrastructure and structures located on, or benefitting, private property 
is the responsibility of the land owner. This includes, and is not limited to, the maintenance of 
revetment walls, pontoons, jetties, ramps and similar. Construction and maintenance of 
these structures must also be in accordance with relevant approvals and the relevant 
requirements set by the State and Council.  
 

3.2 Access by Council 
 

In the event that the property owner has not maintained infrastructure and/or structures 
located on their land, and subsequently has resulted in disrepair of the structure, or the 
structure poses a safety hazard in any way, Council has the legal right to access the 
property after the provision of a written notice to the property owner of the affected 
structure(s) to either make repairs or to remove the hazard.  
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3.3 Remuneration 
 
In the event that Council has been required to remove or repair hazards on private land, it is 
the responsibility of the property owner to reimburse Council the total cost of the associated 
works on the private land. If this is to occur, Council will give the property owner notice of the 
future works to occur on their land.  
 

4.0 SUMMARY 
 
This TWMP for PWSL outlined the basic responsibilities of both the state and the local 
authority as the delegated managers of the canal as a public waterway. Appendix A of this 
report also includes information relating to quay lines and exclusions zones, as well as 
critical information on pontoon construction.  
 

5.0  REFERENCES 
 
Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) 1992, 
Australian Water Quality Guidelines for Freshland Marine Waters, Canberra. 
 
Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995 
 
Environmental Protection Act 1994 
 

Land Act 1994 
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